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CSIR-NIIST ‘BEST
INSTITUTION IN
THE COUNTRY’

Thiruvananthapuram: CSIR-
NIIST, Thiruvananthapuram, is
the best institution in the
country in the government
rescarch category, as per the
ranking by SClmago Research
Group, Spain. The selection is
based on three indicators -
research performance, innova-
tion outputs andsocietal
impact, Technically, the
Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR), the
R&D organisation which con-
sists of CSIR-NIIST (National
Institute for Interdisciplinary
Science and Technology) and
37 other institutions, has
secured the topmost rank in
the government research cate-
gory. However, among individ-
ual institutions, CSIR-NIIST is
the best. Among institutions
in the higher education sector,
Indian Institute of Science
als), Bangalore, got the high-
est rank. Some of the parame-
ters on which the ranking is
calculated are the total num-
ber of documents published in
scholarly journals, internation-
al collaboration, publications
in influential scholarly journals
and number of publications
cited in patents. The data for
calculating the rank was
derived from Scopus, a cita-
tion database of peer-
reviewed literature.

The average citation rate for
CSIR-NIIST scientific publica-
tions between 2009 and 2012
is 11.28, higher than the Indian
average of 0.76 and G20
countries" average of 1.02. OF
the papers which the institu-
tion published between 2008
and 2014, 24.84 percent has
been with foreign co-authors.
Botween 2009 and 2012,
2099 percent of CSIR-NIIST
Papers were among 10 per-
‘cent most cited papers.
Internationally, CSIR has
secured 99th rank, while IIS
and CSIR-NIIST ware ranked
346th and 353rd respectively.
In 2009, CSIR-NIIST's overall
SIR rank was 617, and with
every passing year the ranking
has increased. The institution's
director A. Ajayaghosh says,
“SClmago rankings reflect the
quality of our work. Moreover,
there is joy in taking note that
‘we have been consistently
improving.”





