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Study confirms high toxicity near ISRO plant

Kochi: A high rate of the thyrosd stirmadating hormone [TSH) has been confirmed amang the people of Keerhamd near Aluva where waler
bodies have a dangerously high level of perchilarate, a highly toxic chemacal found in racket fuel and firewarks.

Dwer 65 wells in the area where IR0 Ammanium Perchigrate Experimental Plant is located are contaminated , but more sudies wil
s Ty be osne Defare thi H}'ﬂ!ﬂfljlmlﬂl.iﬁ"l Can D linked 1o the presenie of T poxic charmacal in The water Dodies,

“When compared to the state average, we have found a high TSH level among mare residents here. But the scenario is not alarming and
further studies will hawe to be done Defore we can conclude that all the 450 people hawve hyperthyroidam. Clinicaly they ade still not
patients and the blood samples will be now be sent for Further 1515,7 said District Medical Officer, Dr, Hazeena Muhammad,

According to the DMO, the prevalence rate of high T3H level among residents of Keezhmadu is 13.2 per cent, while the state average is
10.5 per cent. The district colector had ordened an expert medical examination of the blood samples folawing reports of high levels of

O, Jayaprakash, Eﬂdﬂtfll‘ltihglﬂ o Madical Trust Hosptal, who &damined the blood samples | says I:I'u:lugj'r d hlg'l T5H leved has besn
identified, only more tests can confirm the hypertbyroidism and the Bak between percdilacgle and the dEeate. Tve advised Turther
exarrination, including doing antibody tests, to confirm the disesds ” he sdded,

An earlier study conducted by the Department of Environmental Technology, Mational Institute for Interdsciplinary Sclence and
Technabogy (NIST), Thiruwananthaguram had detected a high level of perchiprate in drinking water sowrces In the area, Based on s
findings, the people were advised not 1o use well water and were supplied potable water In tanker lorries by the Kerala Water Authosity,
All the 193 familles were given free water connections as well,



